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Every Monday  
(during  term  time) 
Divine Will Prayer Group  
10-11:30am  - Hall 
 

Second Wednesday of Every 
Month 
Parish Catch Up Coffee Morning 
Archies, St Ives Village 10:30am 
 

Thursday evenings 
Fr Sunny’s Bible Study Group 
Book of Revelation  
7:30-9pm in the Church 

Every Friday  
(during term time) 
Lectio Divina; Hall & Zoom 10am 
 

Second Thursday   
of Every Month 
Anointing of the Sick —9am 
 

Saturday 24th and Sunday 
25th February 
Presentation of Reconciliation 
candidates—all masses 
 

Wednesday 28th February 
Lenten Prayer Group—6pm in the 
Hall 
 

Thursday 29th February 
Parish Craft Group—10.30am in 
the Hall 
 

Friday 1st March 
Mass at 7pm 
Stations of the Cross at 7:30pm 

CONTACT DETAILS     PARISH OFFICE TEAM     HALL BOOKINGS 

263 Mona Vale Road, St Ives   Fr Greg Chee, OCD, Parish Priest   Michelle Miles / Christina Surjan 
Phone: 9144 6998    Ed Wales, Parish Finance    9144 6998 
Email: office@corpuschristi.com.au  Michelle Miles, Office Manager    
In an emergency call 9144 6998   Jennifer Perrott, Faith Facilitator    
Web: www.bbcatholic.org.au/stives  Gerri Hadwen, Sacramental Co-Ordinator 
      Christina Surjan, Administrative Assistant       
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Corpus Christi Parish School   17 Link Road, St Ives  NSW   2075      Principal: Mrs Jayne Wheen 
Phone: 7256 2114    Web: www.ccsidbb.catholic.edu.au       Email: ccsi@dbb.catholic.edu.au 
 

You can now find us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/CorpusChristiChurchStIves and  
Instagram www.instagram.com/CorpusChristiStIves 

 

 
 
 

“And he was transfigured 
before them, and his clothes 

became dazzling white” 
(Gospel)  

 
 
 
 

Dear Parishioners and visitors to the Parish, 
 
The observation of the English mystic poet William Blake that 
‘great things happen when men and mountains meet’ is true of 
such pivotal events in the Hebrew and Christian Scriptures as 
Moses‘ reception of the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai and 
the transfiguration of Jesus ‘on a high mountain’.  

In the latter instance, as recorded by all three synoptic writers 
and now included in the luminous mysteries of the rosary by St 
John Paul II, Jesus is revealed as a long-awaited Messiah. 
Accompanied by representatives of the Law and the Prophets 
(Moses and Elijah), he is transfigured in the presence of Peter, 
James and John. His human bodiliness becomes the vehicle 
through which his inner reality as God-Man shines forth. Surely, 
this was a source of hope to his disciples after Jesus‘ prediction 
of his death by crucifixion became a reality. Alluding to this event 
Peter wrote: ‘We had been eyewitnesses of his majesty…while we 
were with him on the holy mountain’ (2 Peter 1:16-18). 

May God bless you,  
Fr Greg Chee, OCD 

Parish Mass Times:      Baptism: Third Sunday of each month by appointment 
Monday to Friday: 9am      Wedding: Contact Parish Office at least 6 months prior notice 
Saturday: 9am, 6pm (vigil)     Morning Prayer: Monday - Friday:  8:30am 
Sunday: 8am, 10am, 5pm      Anointing of Sick: 2nd Thursday of the month at 9am or by request 
Public Holidays: 9am       Eucharistic Adoration: Saturday 9:30 – 10am concluding with Benediction 
Rock Mass: Once a term      Reconciliation: Saturday 9:30am 
        Rosary: Immediately after weekday Mass and Saturday (8:35am) 



PRESBYTERY BUILDING PROJECT FUNDRAISING 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your generosity!  To date parishioner donations total just over $259 600  - we have passed 
the half way mark to our target of $500,000!  For every $100 donated the Diocese will give us another $50. 
 

You can donate directly to our bank account as below: 
Please reference: New Presbytery Build in your payment message. This will ensure that the entire 
amount will be used for the presbytery and the Parish won’t be subject to Diocesan tax on these 
donations.  
Account Name:  St Ives Catholic Parish 
BSB:                       062 784 
Account No:        100001798 
Please note, any donations made are NOT tax deductible.  
Regards the Parish Finance Committee 



  PARISH SOCIAL CRAFT 
GROUP 

 

 

A happy group for a relaxing morning every 
fortnight - bring your own craft or handiwork if 
you wish.      
 

Next get together Thursday 29 February 
2024 @ 10.30am in the Parish Hall.   

Enq.:  Angela 0405 507 982 

Social Justice Corner 

Acknowledgement of  
Traditional Owners 

 
We wish to acknowledge the traditional 

custodians of these lands on which we gather and 
show our respect to the Elders past and present .   
We also wish to pay our respects to all Aboriginal 

people. 

Prayer Zone  

 

 

Please pray for the ill: 
Michelle Fisher; Fr Sergio Chauira; Jessie 
Chang; Amy O’Connell; James Frederick 

Riley; Tom Brewer; Sylvia Fishburn; 
Nicolette Harris; Marshall O’Brien; Helen 
McCarthy; Quentin Stewart; Rob  Sanders; 

Anne Jardane; Naomi Upton; Vanessa Park; 
Rebecca Davies; Grace Cheah; Elizabeth 
Walsh; Rebecca Anderson; Maria Garcia;  
Jose Mestres; Meacheal; Estelle Sok; Thi 
Nguyen; Carmel Hadley;  Carmel Hurrell, 
Fergus O’Brien, Michelle Soumier, Gracie 

Spencer, Brendan Stone 
 

If you know of anyone who can no 
longer attend mass due to illness; or 

if you have noticed one of our 
parishioners  is no longer attending 

mass, could you please let Michelle or 
Christina know. 

WWW.BBCATHOLIC.ORG.AU/STIVES 

PALMS 

Do you have palm trees at 
home?  We need some 
large palms to decorate 
the church for Palm 
Sunday.   Assistance can 
be offered to cut and collect the palms.  Please 
contact Christina or Michelle in the Parish office if 
you can help. 

 

 

 

The Most Dangerous Place in the World to be a Child  

Childhood and adolescence should be a time of hope, not 

horror. Sadly, that is not the case for many children around 

the globe, including in Ukraine and Gaza. As the horror of 

the current conflict emerges, UNICEF Global Spokesperson 

James Elder has called the Gaza Strip the most dangerous 

place in the world to be a child.  

In Gaza, 47.3% of the population is under 18. Reports from 

humanitarian agencies indicate the current conflict is the 

deadliest conflict for children in modern times: 

A Palestinian child is killed every 15 minutes. There are now 

at least 19,000 orphans in Gaza and thousands who 

have lost one parent. Soaring rates of malnutrition and 

diarrhea, combined with insufficiently safe water, food 

and sanitation, could see child fatalities resulting from 

disease eclipse those related to the bombardments 

(UNICEF) 

At least 11,500 children have been killed, with thousands 

more missing under rubble (Ministry of Health, Gaza). 

More than 10 children a day are losing one or both legs. 

Those having limbs amputated are having it done 

without anaesthetic (Save the Children). 

Save the Children's Jason Lee has said: It's beyond belief 

that the world is allowing this to continue. The impact of 

seeing children in that much pain and not having the 

equipment or medicines to treat them or alleviate pain is too 

much, even for experienced professionals. Even in a war 

zone, the sights and sounds of a young child mutilated by a 

bomb cannot be reconciled, let alone understood, within the 

bounds of humanity. 

James Elder reported: In my twenty years with UNICEF, 

travelling from one humanitarian crisis to the next – from 

famines to floods and war zones to refugee camps – I’ve 

simply never seen such devastation and despair as is 

happening in Gaza. 

As difficult as all this is to read, it is 

essential our parish community 

and the world does not look away. 



FINANCE UPDATE – SIX MONTHS TO 31 DECEMBER 2023 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY IN TIME, TALENT AND TREASURE 

Dear Parishioners 

Over the last six months we have been concentrating on the planning for the new presbytery 

and making sure the assets of the Parish remain in good working order. 

We thank those parishioners who were able to attend the two briefing sessions that were 

held in December and thank you for your feedback and comments. We also thank those pa-

rishioners who are assisting us with the planning of the new project. There were several sug-

gestions made and we are busy incorporating the changes that will make the project less ex-

pensive and hopefully enable us to complete the project more efficiently. We intend having 

further parishioner briefings over the next couple of months. 

Our fundraising is going well and we thank those parishioners who have helped us raise just 

on $250,000 to date. The Diocese will contribute 50 cents for each dollar we raise up to a 

maximum of $250,000 and we thank the Diocese for this generous donation. We are still ask-

ing parishioners to let us know if they have any contacts in the building and construction in-

dustries who may be able to provide labour and/or materials at reduced rates to assist us in 

making the presbytery one to be proud of. 

It is pleasing to note that our operating income is up by 20% over the same period last year 

and our operating expenses are 5% lower than the corresponding period last year. We are still 

running at a slight deficit and are doing what we can to reduce our expenditure. 

Over the six months to December we installed a TV in the boardroom at the back of the hall. 

This is proving useful to the groups that utilise this boardroom. We also renewed the Hall for 

Hire banner and the income from hall hire is increasing. A very successful concert and raffle 

was held in November that raised just over $21,000 and we thank all those who organised the 

event. 

We welcome all new parishioners and encourage those who haven’t yet joined the planned 

giving to participate by way of a direct debit or credit card. If you haven’t yet but would like 

to contribute by direct debit or credit card please call the Parish Office (9144 6998) or com-

plete the form that can be found at the back of the Church and return it to the office or drop 

it in the second collection bag at the front of the church. 

We thank all parishioners for their continued support as we all work together during these 

challenging times to enhance our Parish. 

 

Fr Greg and the Parish Finance Committee 





RCIA PROGRAM 

Last Sunday 130 Catechumens in the RCIA program from parishes in our Diocese gathered with Bishop 

Anthony at the Our Lady of the Rosary Cathedral for the annual Rite of Election which took place on the 

First Sunday of Lent.  This is a step in their journey to receive the sacraments of initiation – Baptism, 

Eucharist and Confirmation – at the Easter Vigil.  

 

Accompanied by their RCIA co-ordinators, Parish Clergy, sponsors, fellow parishioners, family and friends, 

the Catechumens were presented to the Bishop as a sign of “election” into the Catholic Church. 

The Catechumens indicate their desire to join the Church by signing the Book of the Elect. 

  

It was a beautiful grace-filled celebration as they  

journey towards the Easter liturgies.  

 

Lets us keep Aidan, Terry and Shirin, who  

will be baptised at our Easter Vigil, in our  

Lenten prayers.  

 

  Aidan O’Neill with the RCIA team meeting the  

       Bishop at Sundays Rite of Election. 

          Aidan is on the journey towards  

                    Baptism this Easter. 
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Pray and Play is for families 
with children aged 0-
12years.  It is an opportunity 
for the families to spend time 
together once a month after 

Sunday 10am Mass for some simple games 
for the children whle parents mingle and 
chat.  
Our next meetings will be on 25 Feb, 7 April 
and 5 May. 
Please keep an eye out on Facebook (https://
www.facebook.com/Groups/
CorpusChristiStIves) for our latest news and 
photos. 

 

 

After the birth of her children, 
22-year-old Ronita was at 
risk of having to leave school 
permanently. But, with the 
support of Caritas Australia’s 
partners in the Philippines, 
she resumed her studies and 
secured a job at a call centre 
to support her family.    

 

Please donate to Project Compassion.  

Together, we can help vulnerable communities 
face their challenges today and build a better 
tomorrow for all future generations.  

 

You can donate through 
Project Compassion 
donation  
boxes and envelopes 
available from your parish,  
by visiting caritas.org.au/
project-compassion or by  
calling 1800 024 413.  

 

EASTER CHOIR 

Easter is fast approaching and 
we are locking in choir rehearsals 

for the Easter Triduum: 
Holy Thursday 28th March 

Good Friday 29th March 
Easter Vigil 30th March 

Choir rehearsals will begin on Wednesday 28th 
February from 7.30-9pm in the Church and the 
following weeks will be held on Tuesday the 
5th,12th, 19th and 26th of March from 7.30-9pm 
in the Church. There will also be a rehearsal one 
hour prior to the Triduum masses.  Please come 
along and join in to make this Easter a truly 
memorable one.  

  WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

FRIDAY 1 MARCH 2024  

Holy Name Church at 11am followed by 
morning tea in the sunroom.  

The service for 2024 has been 
written by the people of 
Palestine. 

It is entitled: “I beg you...bear 
with one another in love.” 

 

 

 

 

 

At every Sunday 10am Mass, children are invited 
to go to the Church Hall during Mass to 
participate in Children’s Liturgy.   

There, they read the Gospel for the week and do 
activities related to that Sunday’s gospel.   

Morning tea is served afterwards for everyone! 

 

 

 

 

Keep updated with our latest news and photos on our Facebook Group  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/CorpusChristiStIves  

or scan the QR code to go directly to the Facebook group 

https://www.facebook.com/Groups/CorpusChristiStIves
https://www.facebook.com/Groups/CorpusChristiStIves
https://www.facebook.com/Groups/CorpusChristiStIves
https://www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion
https://www.caritas.org.au/project-compassion
https://www.facebook.com/groups/CorpusChristiStIves






Chrism Mass 2024 | Our Lady of the Rosary Cathe-
dral Waitara  

The Chrism Mass will be celebrated at 7.30pm on 
Tuesday 26 March at Our Lady of the Rosary Cathe-
dral, Waitara.  Priests of the Diocese of Broken Bay 
gather for this celebration with Bishop Anthony 
Randazzo to renew their priestly commitments. Dur-
ing Mass, the Oils of Catechumens and the Sick are 
blessed, and the Chrism is consecrated and brought 
back to each parish for use in various Sacramental 
liturgies throughout the year. All parishioners are 
warmly invited to attend this sacred occasion in the 
life of our Diocese.  



Thinking of Selling or Renting your  
Home or Investment Property? 

 

Call now for your FREE complimentary  
Market Appraisal.  Also for Corpus Christi parishioners and 

friends we offer: 
 

FREE partial styling when you Exclusively list your property we our office 
plus 10% donation to Corpus Christi from the commission from your sale. 

 

Contact: Noelene Johnson - 0410 588 833  
Contact: Matthew Johnson - 0418 767 150 or 9488 8200 

 

The above offer is based on an Exclusive Agency for your property. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pope Francis' Prayer Intention  

For February 
 

For the terminally ill 
 

We pray that those with a terminal illness, and their 
families, receive the necessary physical and spiritual 

care and accompanient.  

 

Selbin Cleaning 
 

 

 Weekly, fortnightly, spring or occasional 
cleaning 

 Preparation for sale or rent 

 End of lease cleaning 
 

 

Monica Fletcher 
0419 484 377  

monicafletcher@bigpond.com 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Simtec IT – since 1996 
Business grade IT solutions  

for all businesses 
Andrew Sim, IT Specialist 

8080 3434 
www.simtecit.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Traditional Funeral Directors 
Proudly Australian Owned and Operated 
Professional and expert care in pre paid funerals 
24 hour care 9498 4455 
www.gregoryandcarr.com.au   
Serving the North Shore since 1954 

 
 
 
 

The Catenians 
 

Strengthening family life through  
friendship and faith 

Catenians meet every month to pray  
together, to enjoy each others’  
company and to support their  

Clergy and Parishes. 
For further information phone 

President - John White 0439 851 910 
Secretary - David Conoulty  0412 267 538 

mailto:monicafletcher@bigpond.com
http://www.simtecit.com.au
http://www.gregoryandcarr.com.au/


   
Sunday 25 February 2024: Second Sunday in Lent 

Collect 
O God, who have commanded us to listen to 
your beloved Son, be pleased, we pray, to 
nourish us inwardly by your word, that, with 
spiritual sight made pure, we may rejoice to 
behold your glory. Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and 
ever. 
 
First Reading  

From the book of of Genesis Gen 22:1-2. 9-13. 
15-18  

The sacrifice of Abraham, our father in faith.  
God put Abraham to the test. ‘Abraham, 
Abraham,’ he called.’ Here I am’ he replied. 
‘Take your son,’ God said ‘your only child Isaac, 
whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah. 
There you shall offer him as a burnt offering, on 
a mountain I will point out to you.’  
When they arrived at the place God had pointed 
out to him, Abraham built an altar there, and 
arranged the wood. Then he bound his son 
Isaac and put him on the altar on top of the 
wood. Abraham stretched out his hand and 
seized the knife to kill his son.  
But the angel of the Lord called to him from 
heaven. ‘Abraham, Abraham’ he said. ‘I am 
here’ he replied. ‘Do not raise your hand against 
the boy’ the angel said. ‘Do not harm him, for 
now I know you fear God. You have not refused 
me your son, your only son.’ Then looking up, 
Abraham saw a ram caught by its horns in a 
bush. Abraham took the ram and offered it as a 
burnt offering in place of his son.  
The angel of the Lord called Abraham a second 
time from heaven. ‘I swear by my own self – it is 
the Lord who speaks – because you have done 
this, because you have not refused me your 
son, your only son, I will shower blessings on 
you, I will make your descendants as many as 
the stars of heaven and the grains of sand on 
the seashore. Your descendants shall gain 
possession of the gates of your enemies. All the 
nations of the earth shall bless themselves by 
your descendants, as a reward for your 
obedience.  
The Word of the Lord. 
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 115:10. 15-19. R. 114:9  
 
(R.) I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the 
land of the living.  
 
1. I trusted, even when I said: ‘I am sorely 

afflicted.’ O precious in the eyes of the 
Lord is the death of his faithful. (R.)  

 
 

2. Your servant, Lord, your servant am I; you have 
loosened my bonds. A thanksgiving sacrifice I 
make: I will call on the Lord’s name. (R.)  

 
3. My vows to the Lord I will fulfil before all his 

people, in the courts of the house of the Lord, in 
your midst, O Jerusalem. (R.)  

 
 
Second Reading  
From the first letter of St Paul to the Romans Rom 
8:31-34  
 
God did not spare his own Son.  
With God on our side who can be against us? Since 
God did not spare his own Son, but gave him up to 
benefit us all, we may be certain, after such a gift, 
that he will not refuse anything he can give. Could 
anyone accuse those that God has chosen? When 
God acquits, could anyone condemn? Could Christ 
Jesus? No! He not only died for us – he rose from 
the dead, and there at God’s right hand he stands 
and pleads for us.  
The Word of the Lord. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! King of endless 
glory! 
From the shining cloud, the Father’s voice is heard:  
this is my beloved Son, hear him.  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! King of endless 
glory! 
 
 
Gospel 
From the holy Gospel according to Mark Mk 9:2-10  
  
This is my Son, the beloved; listen to him.  
Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and 
led them up a high mountain where they could be 
alone by themselves. There in their presence he 
was transfigured: his clothes became dazzlingly 
white, whiter than any earthly bleacher could make 
them. Elijah appeared to them with Moses; and they 
were talking with Jesus. Then Peter spoke to Jesus. 
‘Rabbi,’ he said ‘it is wonderful for us to be here; so 
let us make three tents, one for you, one for Moses 
and one for Elijah.’ He did not know what to say; 
they were so frightened. And a cloud came, covering 
them in shadow; and there came a voice from the 
cloud, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him.’ 
Then suddenly, when they looked round, they saw 
no one with them any more but only Jesus.  
As they came down from the mountain he warned 
them to tell no one what they had seen, until after 
the Son of Man had risen from the dead. They 
observed the warning faithfully, though among 
themselves they discussed what ‘rising from the 
dead’ could mean.  
The Gospel of the Lord. 


